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Free the tree


	Whenever the idea of legalizing marijuana comes up marijuana is classified as a drug but marijuana is in fact first a plant. A plant grown naturally from the earth with common needs that other “normal” plants require. These needs consist of a seed, water, sunlight and soil. It does not take a human mixing multiple chemicals to create. It is naturally grown with or without a human’s assistance and should be available to people around the world. 
	In the United States, the most significantly used illicit drug is marijuana. Most people refer to this drug as a “social drug.”  The plant produces the main psychoactive substance, tetrahydrocannabinol or in shorter terms it can be called THC. Many people are convinced marijuana is not a harmful drug, but new medical research states otherwise it has been known to cause mental and physical corruption to the user.  THC disrupts the nerve cells in the part of the brain where memories are formed. This makes it hard for the user to recall recent events (such as what happened a few minutes ago), making it very hard to learn while high. The physical corruption can make the user very lethargic causing someone to not be as productive as one might be while they are not under the influence of marijuana. 
	One of marijuana’s biggest benefits is how it can help someone medically, ranging from kids to adults. Marijuana can help many illnesses some examples are cancer, severe seizures, depression, stress, and anxiety. Most people with these problems are most likely taking prescription medication to help cope with these conditions. A lot of these prescription medications are proven to be very addictive and deadly, there have actually been millions of cases resulting in a death from prescription medication.  It is very common to hear stories about someone who has abused prescription medication and overdosed and in many cases have actually died but there has yet to be a case where someone has abused marijuana and it has caused a harmful effect.  
	Although it is probably not a good idea to legalize yet another controlled substance that may alter ones state of mind or possibly become a gateway drug.  Marijuana is a misunderstood drug.  People tend to overlook all the positive facts about it and because of that cannabis has become illegal for all the wrong reasons. There are far more positive benefits that come with the legalization of marijuana than there are not, and therefore marijuana should be legalized around the world.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Many people also argue that marijuana is less dangerous than alcohol and tobacco. The safety of the drug and psychological form of dependence it produces makes it objectively safer than the main legal drugs. If someone where to drink enough alcohol, they could die, but there has never been a documented case of a marijuana death. For example, by taking too much aspirin, an extremely common medication, can kill someone. It is important that any medications that has caused a death be evaluated again. Alcohol comes with no benefits to the human life, it is inconsistent and has created many problems. Marijuana is a substance proven to help the human life.  
	People are not dying from the actual use of marijuana but for the reputation of it. Legalization of marijuana would allow crime to be affected in a positive way but it will never stop all drug related crimes. Illegal drug crimes consume a lot of police officers time, instead of dealing with larger, more serious problems that affect the country. A marijuana smoker is arrested every 45 seconds in Canada and the United States combined. Many of these offenders receive small fines, and rarely get time in jail, due to the depleted amount of jail cells throughout the country. Legalizing marijuana would allow jail cells for criminals who have created actual crimes, and save money that is spent to inform the drug users about how to smoke responsibly.
 Illegal Drug dealers will sell to anyone, including children. Merchants who legally sell alcohol and tobacco are not allowed to sell to children. Many high school students report that it is easier to obtain illegal drugs than alcohol and tobacco. Even though there is always someone that a person knows who will provide alcohol and tobacco illegally to underage children it will never be fully controlled. If marijuana were to be legalized it could be more controlled and regulated by making sure that there are not any extra chemicals and is completely natural.  Most people are going to purchase marijuana from a place where they know it is pure and taken care before purchasing it from a random person on the streets. 
Overall marijuana is just a plant that grows from the ground. Unlike alcohol, a man made substances that has in fact caused numerous fatalities.  Cannabis would bring lots of tax revenue to the state which it already has to Colorado.  The medicinal relief it brings to people can save them thousands of dollars and pain staking hours. Legalizing marijuana would make the country cleaner, control pain, and smoking would be safer and in government restriction. Legalizing marijuana, is taking one step into making this world a better place to live, in the twenty first century.

	 



	
