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Misused
	
	Americans can be so ungrateful. There are so many luxuries offered here that many countries do not have. The American people are bound by a free society and there are basic morals and rules that are easy to abide by. Although there are many great opportunities among us there are very many citizens that find it hard to live the “American way.”  Americans are working minimum wage jobs that are barley getting them by while striving to be successful! Some have to reach out and receive government assistance for help with basic essential needs such as financial aid to individuals, subsidized medical care, stamps that are used to purchase food and housing benefits.  Surprisingly more people try to misuse the system and by doing that it is making it harder for people that are in desperate need for the assistance. 
	Government assistance or as many call it, The Welfare system will never be perfect. Welfare has a special political meaning in the United States because it refers to how the poor receives financial aid. There are endless problems in this system. Chances are by trying to attempt to fix one it is going to create another. Compared to the amount of taxpayer money that goes to corporate welfare, this is nothing.  No one should complain about working to help out other civilians in the U.S.  Many would much rather have tax money go towards the occasional perceived "misuse" of these benefits before letting someone in most cases a child, starve.
	The Welfare program provides at least a minimum amount of economic security to people whose incomes are insufficient to maintain an adequate standard of living. Every year thousands of people go on welfare due to not being able to provide financially or by having a specific need. The disabled people that cannot work can go onto welfare and it will provide the basic needs of living until it’s possible to go back to work. The same is for sickness. If a student needed welfare to help with living essentials the government will assist, but it will not help pay off school loans. Being unemployed welfare will help by providing basic living needs until employment is found. If there are children that need basic living essentials and money is an issue welfare will help provide basic living needs until it is not needed anymore.  The system focuses too much on providing financial assistance and not educating people on how to succeed financially without welfare assistance.  When the poor get on welfare, it is not required to have any proof that they are looking for a job or anywhere close to start. This leads to welfare dependency which is when a family depends on money from the government as a supplement of income for a prolonged period of time. America was built on strong people working hard to get to where some are today, not people relying on others tax dollars to provide for their laziness. 
	No matter how hard someone works or can manage money by working a minimum wage job chances are that government assistance is being used to stay afloat in today’s economy.  There have been many controversial arguments on raising the United States minimum wage.  A national poll released in January 2015 showed that 75 percent of Americans representing all demographics support raising the federal minimum wage to over $12 per hour.  29 states and the District of Columbia, as well as 21 cities and countries, set the minimum wages above the federal rate of $7.25. This is something that should be done everywhere. It would benefit everyone, it will increase the income of 35 million workers mostly the lower income families because half of the affected workers have total family income of less than $40,000 a year. Most importantly 17.5 million children will benefit from this. About 23 percent of all U.S. children have at least one parent who will get a raise. 
	When applying for government assistance it is required to provide many documents most importantly proof of income (if there is any).  They will then base gross income before taxes to see if someone is illegible to receive the help. The government does this for medical, housing, food stamps, etc. But, what are not put into account are basic living needs such as if someone has an apartment utilities power, water, and heating need to be accounted for. Also, things have changed with this day and age and vehicles are a necessity. Gas, a car payment, car repairs are not included as a deduction from the gross income. It is not understood that in order to have a job with children transportation is important to take them to day care or the babysitter. The government supposes it is possible to use tracks and buses but, it is hard to carry a baby in a car seat to the bus or on the train, weather permitting? These things need to be addressed because people who are trying to make it in society today while working have so many more obstacles to go through to receive just a little bit of aid from the government.  It is insane that it would be easier to receive all government assistant programs while unemployed. 
	There have been so many controversial statements regarding drug testing for welfare recipients.  Many are for it and a lot are against it. Many think if someone is against is that person is probably on drugs, scared to take a test. Some say it is unconstitutional because of the 4th amendment but, it is unfair that people working normal jobs may have to get drug tested before being hired but welfare recipients do not. There is absolutely no reason anyone should feel like rights are being taken away just over a simple drug test. If assistance is needed rules need to be met just like many other things, there are rules to abide by. By drug testing people prior to accepting them to be eligible for welfare paid by citizens that may have had to drug test prior to their  employment it can help weave of other problems and just assure the safety of the people overall.  Other problems it can assist in are making sure the assistance is being used correctly. For example, it is common for people to “sale” their food stamps for cash. By selling them for cash it makes it possible for them to purchase drugs and it is important that the assistance is not being misused. 
	Living in America having government assistance is a privilege. Many Americans use this assistance. Some use it all correctly and some know how to trick the system and not comply.  It is extremely important that all bases are covered to assure the working people contributing to the funds to help others is not going to waste or being used in the wrong reasons. This not only betters the people’s attitudes towards government assistance but it also might decrease the number of welfare recipients. This is a valued option that our country offers and it is important to protect it although, it will never be perfected these are some good steps to begin to take for The United States. 
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